
Community Coalition of Melrose - Meeting Notes June 14, 2017 

Attendees:
Deb Corbett, Melrose Arts
Jackie Lavender Bird, Mystic Vally Health Service
Mary Beth McAteer-Margolis, MMTV, Rotary
Cindy Chabot, Sally Frank’s Farmers’ Market
Rose Fisher, Hallmark Health / Melrose/Wakefield Hospital
Michelle Carson, Melrose Grad Night
Chris Merullo, Melrose Orchestrators
Cindy Hickey, Accountant
Elaine LeGendre, Friends of Melrose Drama

Upcoming dates - also see the Community Coalition Calendar

CCM Future Meeting Dates:
Wed., October 11, 2017, 8:30 am
Wed., December 13, 2017, 8:30 am
Wed., February 14, 2018, 8:30 am
Wed., April 11, 2018, 8:30 am
Wed., June 13, 2018, 8:30 am
Wed., October 10, 2018, 8:30 am
Wed., December 12, 2018, 8:30 am

Look What’s Happening Melrose
Check out Karen Konicek’s calendar - now live since April this year…. put your events into the 
calendar. 

Meeting Notes:

Friends of the Middlesex Fells 
See attached press release.  

Melrose Arts
Completed art festival in April.  Next up, Melrose Art Walk in October - dates to be determined.

Melrose Grad Night
They just completed their 4th Grad Night - biggest ever. 206 people came at the start, 7 left, 
235-240 in class.  Over 100 volunteers.  Wakefield is looking at how Melrose Grad Night works 
to possibly incorporate.  

Melrose Orchestrators
Fundraisers - Sept. 20 - Mattress sale, Dockside fundraiser.  
They have 2 concert series: Holiday (December) and Spring (May).  Composer in residence - 
kids put together pieces & composer put together.  

http://communitycoalitionmelrose.org/
https://ccmelrose.wordpress.com/calendar/
http://lookwhatshappening.org/


MMTV
New show - family show, talent, Indian (India) - their own version of Bollywood.  There’s a really 
nice culturally diverse interest in the new shows.

Rotary 
Beth McNelis is the new president.

Community Garden
Opening this Sat., Jun. 17, at 8am  The Rotary donated $6,000, the City donated $6,000, and 
Whole Foods donated $1,000.  16 raised bed, 4’ x 12’.  Located at Franklin Fields, access from 
Greenleaf Pl., off Franklin St.  60 people applied.  The cost if $40/year which they have for 3 
years.  One of the spaces may be free to cultivate on behalf of the McCarthy House nearby and 
donate food - Mary Clark at the Rotary is a recent Master Gardener who will run that.

Community Coalition Taxes
Cindy Hickey filed an extension for the CCM taxes this year due to family commitments.  

Friends of Melrose Drama
Gave out 2 $500 scholarships.  Their fundraising consists of ‘front of the house’ (concessions at 
theatre events) and raffles as well as Giggle Comedy Night.  The Mass. Education Theatre 
Coalition has nominated both the high school and middle schools’ plays for awards - Millie and 
Tarzan.  There are over 20 schools competing.

Mystic Valley Elder Services
They help seniors live independently at home.  They just had their fundraiser at the Stoneham 
Theatre - ‘I love I lost I made Spaghetti’.  8 people are invited to sit to eat the end of night’s 
spaghetti making.  Their next fundraiser is Belly Full of Laughs in January in Malden.

Hallmark Health
Their fundraisers coming up are a Taste of Spring, Golf Tournaments, Stride for Health 
Communities, 9/30, 5k walk.  They have a new building in Wakefield where the old Subaru used 
to be.  

Sally Frank’s Farmers Market 
The first market was last week. The market’s new market manager, Julie Unger, now moving the 
market forward.  Their fundraiser on June 24 - The Urban Farm Tour - 11 homes in Melrose 
open up their gardens to show people how to grow their own food, keep bees, tend chickens, 
goats, etc.  Tickets online, at the market, Miter Biter, Hour Glass, & Buckalew’s.  New events 
this year include Celebrity Chef series - Giacomos, La Qchara, Cambridge Brewing Company, 
Turners, and Janice Bissex from Meal Makeover Moms.  A new sponsorship program - Friends 
of the Market - may include a bag giveaway - designed by a block print artist in Provincetown.  

Notes written respectfully by, 
Cindy Chabot



 
Friends of the Middlesex Fells Reservation 

Dedicated to the Protection and Harmonious Use of the Fells 
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Friends of the Fells Announces 
Summer Programs in the Woods 

 

MELROSE, MASSACHUSETTS – After its successful Forest Kindergarten (“FK”) launch in 2014, the Friends 
of the Middlesex Fells Reservation (“FoF”) is offering even more forest programming in the summer of 2017.  
FoF’s programs provide a range of nature-based learning opportunities for children ages 4-10.  Children engage 
in self-guided exploration of the forest, helping develop their curiosity, critical thinking, and sense of 
connection with nature.  Beginning July 5, summer forest programs will provide week-long nature-based 
learning opportunities through September 1.  Forest Kindergarten (ages 4-5), Forest Explorers (ages 5+-7), and 
Forest Adventurers (ages 8-10) will be offered mornings (9-11:30 AM) or afternoons (12:30-3 AM) at the 
historic Department of Conservation and Recreation (“DCR”) Botume House at 4 Woodland Road in Stoneham.  
Forest Adventurers may also use the trails at DCR’s Greenwood Park on Pond Street in Stoneham.   

This year the FoF will continue to grow the original FK program for older ages, always geared at developing a 
sense of environmental stewardship and leadership.  As the participating children become more curious about 
the natural world around them, programming will include occasional guest speakers on special topics.  All 
programs will take advantage of the Fells Reservation as a shared natural resource: our region's own unique 
2,575-acre natural haven with room for all to use, learn from, and protect together. 
 

For more information or to register for any of the FoF Youth Programs visit: 

http://www.friendsofthefells.org/fells-forest-programs/ 
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While each of the programs remain child- and interest-led, there will be options for the older ages to engage in 
enrichment activities of their choice, including: environmental science, reading nature writers, engaging in field 
sketching, poetry-writing, photography, and more. “This year, our Forest Adventurers program for ages 8-10 
has the potential to be extraordinary. I have brought in some terrific and dedicated new instructors from Tufts 
and UMaine, plus many well-loved returning instructors, and we will be providing extra training on how to 
incorporate new opportunities for environmental education enrichment for this older age group,” said Ann 
Frenning Kossuth, Youth Programs Director. Detailed information for parents and guardians can be found at 
http://www.friendsofthefells.org/parents-instructor-info/.  This site contains not only biographies of this year’s 
instructors, but also the overall FoF forest program philosophy. 

 
The FoF bases its philosophy on a child-led learning experience. The forest is their inspiration; instructors will 
encourage participants to explore at their own pace, and according to their own interests.  Regardless of age, the 
programs aim primarily to stimulate children’s curiosity about the natural world, and to develop their critical 
thinking skills through self-guided exploration and problem-solving.  Instructors may offer quick “on the spot” 
science lessons to the children opportunistically and encourage curiosity by asking open-ended questions (i.e.: 
What do you think that animal eats?  Why do you think it has all those colors?  Why is this leaf such a funny 
shape?  How long will it take that log to decompose?)  Activities available include: bug catching, bird watching, 
puddle-stomping, exploring secret hideouts, and generally running around.  But instructors never force the 
children to participate in any specific activities, nor schedule their time. Consistent positive reinforcement helps 
children build respect for every living thing they encounter in the forest, as well as for themselves and each 
other. 
 
Class sessions will be capped at ten (10) children per day and canceled in weeks when fewer than four (4) 
children are enrolled. A minimum of two (2) instructors will be present at all times.  The total weekly cost for 
any week-long summer session will be $150. Limited financial assistance is available to those in need. Contact 
our Youth Programs Director, Ann Frenning Kossuth (ann@friendsofthefells.org) for more information.   
 

All FoF members may receive a $25 discount coupon code for any of our youth programs valid one per child.  
To find out whether your family’s Friends of the Fells membership is current or to learn about joining the 
Friends of the Fells, please visit http://www.friendsofthefells.org/join.  After joining or renewing, members may 
email friends@fells.org to receive their coupon code.  Your generosity helps to pay for our programming and 
financial aid for others. 

 
For more information or to register for any of the Friends of the Fells Fall Youth Programs visit: 
http://www.friendsofthefells.org/youth-programs/. 
 
 
The Friends of the Middlesex Fells Reservation is dedicated to the protection and harmonious use of the Fells; 
promoting awareness, policies and programs to honor and preserve the ecological, historical and recreational 
resources of this urban forest reservation.  The goals of the FoF are to instill awareness and appreciation of the 
Fells as a valuable natural and historical resource which will foster a sense of stewardship within the larger 
community; to develop programs for recreation, enjoyment, and study of the Fells which are harmonious with 
landscape and habitat; and cooperation with others, develop and advocate for policies designed to preserve and 
protect the Fells Reservation.  For more information about our programs or to join the Friends of the Fells, 
please visit the FoF website at http://www.friendsofthefells.org. 
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